
of LGBTQ+ family, and I wanted to know HOW. I
had overturned every rock and still had no
solutions. I had to let go and leave my son
completely in God’s hands. Harder than it sounds.

That’s when God led me to John 21. Peter and a
few other of Jesus’ disciples had spent a
frustrating night of unsuccessful fishing. After
hours of pulling up their empty nets, a man on
the shore that they didn’t recognize as Jesus told
them to throw their net on the other side of the
boat. They listened to this stranger, and when
they pulled up the net the next time, it was so full
they couldn’t haul it into the boat. I had been
fishing on the wrong side of the boat.

This month we are starting a six-part series
called "The Other Side of the Boat." We will be
looking at the Bible as it pertains to
homosexuality, both the verses that are and
aren't listed in the concordance. We are going to
examine other Biblical ideas that are relevant to
this dialogue. 

Take a breath, dear ones, say a prayer and cast
your nets with us. Let's allow God to fill them.
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"Dad, I'm gay ... I love my family, I like living here,
please don't kick me out ..."

Those words changed us. As parents, as a family,
as humans, as Christians. At the time when our
then-16-year-old-son told us he is gay, we couldn't
see beyond the solid wall of fear to the beauty
behind it, but it was there. My husband Aaron and I
were both multi-generational Church of Christ
people, and had always been taught that being gay
was a sin. So when our precious youngest child
claimed that identity, we were terrified. Terrified
that he had already lost a spiritual battle to Satan
before we had ever realized he was in the fight. 

We didn't really sleep that night, and I snuck out of
bed before dawn, poured some coffee and pulled
out my well-worn NIV Study Bible. I did what I
knew to do: I looked in the glossary for words like
"homosexuality," "marriage," and "sexual
immorality." I then one by one read not only the
verses that were listed, but the passages and even
chapters surrounding them. Everything I read
seemed to condemn any type of homosexual
behavior. I sank deeper and deeper into sorrow.
But I saw so many Christians that were supportive

By Dena A Edwards

CASTING YOUR NET

https://www.centerpeace.net/parents


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+18%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+20%3A13&version=ESV


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Corinthians+6%3A9-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+1%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A27-28&version=ESV


https://www.google.com/maps/place/10805+Walnut+Hill+Ln,+Dallas,+TX+75238/@32.8804296,-96.6969059,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x864ea09260fc3c8b:0x35ec1b4b15996b40!8m2!3d32.8798684!4d-96.6948911
https://twitter.com/centerpeaceinc/
https://www.facebook.com/centerpeaceinc
https://www.centerpeace.net/
https://www.instagram.com/centerpeaceinc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJD_gc16sA-YUIfDwDNVVw
https://www.centerpeace.net/donate
https://reformationproject.org/conference/parents/
https://www.centerpeace.net/peaceprints-registration
https://www.centerpeace.net/parent-spiritual-direction
https://www.centerpeace.net/books
https://www.centerpeace.net/peaceprints
https://www.centerpeace.net/tapestry
https://reformationproject.org/conference/parents/

