
of LGBTQ+ family, and I wanted to know HOW. I
had overturned every rock and still had no
solutions. I had to let go and leave my son
completely in God’s hands. Harder than it sounds.

That’s when God led me to John 21. Peter and a
few other of Jesus’ disciples had spent a
frustrating night of unsuccessful fishing. After
hours of pulling up their empty nets, a man on
the shore that they didn’t recognize as Jesus told
them to throw their net on the other side of the
boat. They listened to this stranger, and when
they pulled up the net the next time, it was so full
they couldn’t haul it into the boat. I had been
fishing on the wrong side of the boat.

This month we are starting a six-part series
called "The Other Side of the Boat." We will be
looking at the Bible as it pertains to
homosexuality, both the verses that are and
aren't listed in the concordance. We are going to
examine other Biblical ideas that are relevant to
this dialogue. 

Take a breath, dear ones, say a prayer and cast
your nets with us. Let's allow God to fill them.
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"Dad, I'm gay ... I love my family, I like living here,
please don't kick me out ..."

Those words changed us. As parents, as a family,
as humans, as Christians. At the time when our
then-16-year-old-son told us he is gay, we couldn't
see beyond the solid wall of fear to the beauty
behind it, but it was there. My husband Aaron and I
were both multi-generational Church of Christ
people, and had always been taught that being gay
was a sin. So when our precious youngest child
claimed that identity, we were terrified. Terrified
that he had already lost a spiritual battle to Satan
before we had ever realized he was in the fight. 

We didn't really sleep that night, and I snuck out of
bed before dawn, poured some coffee and pulled
out my well-worn NIV Study Bible. I did what I
knew to do: I looked in the glossary for words like
"homosexuality," "marriage," and "sexual
immorality." I then one by one read not only the
verses that were listed, but the passages and even
chapters surrounding them. Everything I read
seemed to condemn any type of homosexual
behavior. I sank deeper and deeper into sorrow.
But I saw so many Christians that were supportive

By Dena A Edwards

CASTING YOUR NET

https://www.centerpeace.net/parents


Most of us raised in evangelical churches have
been taught since puberty that homosexuality is a
sin, an abomination even, and that this is very
clearly stated in our Bible. But is it? Part one of
this series is a big-picture overview of the six
passages typically quoted as the basis for that
belief. We've included links to these passages in
Bible Gateway so that you can read them in
context. 

In Part 1, we will do an overview of the
Traditionalist interpretations of those passages
and the Non-Traditionalist counter. This baseline
survey will be used in the coming months as the
skeleton upon which will we build the remainder
of the series. This truly is a high-level flyover and
not an in-depth study of these passages. There is
a link to some suggested resources in the
“Reviews” section of this newsletter if you want to
delve more deeply into those passages. 

Genesis 19 – Sodom (click to read)
Traditional position: Male-Male sex is the height
of wickedness and the cause of the destruction
of Sodom. Add assault and the goal here is to
tell the reader that these people were really,
really bad.
Non-Traditional position: Rape is always bad.
This scene is more about violence against
visitors and exerting power over the powerless
than it is about male-male sex. Inhospitality was
a major concern in the Old Testament. See also
Ezekiel 16:49-50. God’s people are to care for
“the outsider,” not abuse them.

Leviticus 18:22, 20:13 - Levitical Law (click)
Traditional position: This is a blanket ban on
same-gender sex and applies to both persons.
Evidence regarding temple prostitution is limited
in application here. Labeling same-gender sex as
an “abomination” means it’s against God’s will in
the ancient world and now.

The Other Side
of the Boat

P A R T  1 :  T H E  B I B L E ' S  C L E A R ,  R I G H T ?

By Gil Vollmering & Dena A Edwards

Non-Traditional position:
Deut. 23:17-18 references
same-sex prostitution. The
Levitical law was to help Israel
set itself apart from other
nations’ practices. Female
same-gender relations were
not prohibited. Leviticus
includes many bans and
restrictions meant for Israel at
that time which are not
followed today. Proper
translation for “abomination” is
something akin to “outside the
boundary” and things such as
loaning money with interest 
 and eating fish were also
called an “abomination.”

(cont'd on page 3)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+18%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+20%3A13&version=ESV


Nourish Your
 

cause worry in your life. That cause excessive
activity mentally, emotionally, physically. Once
you have those circumstances in your mind,
say aloud or silently the following various
phrases, over the course of the few minutes:
“Be still and know that I am God.” Pause for
several seconds and then say, “Be still and
know that I am.” Several seconds later, say, “Be
still and know.” Pause and then, “Be still.” Then
finally simply, “Be.”

With each phrase, focus on the truth of the
words. Imagine them being spoken to you by
God. Feel yourself stopping, letting go, and
trusting God.

“Be still and know that I am God” (Ps. 46:10).

This verse is preceded by mentions of danger
from nature (the seas/the mountains) and danger
from humans (nations at war). Then comes this
command: "Be Still," the meaning of which is
multi-layered. It means to cease all activity. It also
means to surrender, or to let go of, all attempts to
grasp what we think we need or manage what we
think we fear. It also carries with it the sense of
trusting in God—trusting that He is all we truly
need.

Find a quiet space. Breathe in and out, slowly and
deeply. As you do, bring to mind situations that 

BE STILL By Chris Altrock

I Corinthians 6:9-10, 1 Timothy 1:10
Traditional position: These vice lists use the
Greek words arsenokoitai ("man-bedder") and
malakoi ("soft ones"). The first is a compound word
using Leviticus 18 as a base. These passages
prohibit same-gender intercourse and violate
human complementarity (God’s design of a man
and a woman with complementing sexual organs
used to fulfill the creation mandate in Genesis),
regardless of whether a participant is the “active”
partner or the “passive” one.
Non-traditional position: What type of activity is
prohibited? Placement of the words in the lists
could indicate an exploitative motive such as
prostitution or pederasty (sexual relationship
between a young boy and an older man in a
position of power) which were common. Gender
norms and male-dominated society severely
frowned on a man “acting as a woman” in a sexual
act (being the passive partner). Other writers of
the day were also writing about the same sexual
exploitations, and all would agree that
exploitative, non-consenting sexual activity is not
good. But is this really a prohibition to consensual,
monogamous, covenanted relationships?

PART 1: THE BIBLE'S CLEAR, RIGHT ? (cont'd from page 2)
Romans 1:27-28
Traditional position: This passage reinforces the
creation mandate found in Genesis 1-3; therefore,
it moves beyond merely exploitative sexual
activity. Romans chapter 1 describes mankind’s
condition because of the Fall. Use of the word
“unnatural” is a direct reference to the mandated
complementarity to populate the earth.
Non-traditional position: This is not about the
Fall but about Paul setting up a rhetorical trap in
which he was attempting to teach an ethnically
divided Roman church that both Jews and
Gentiles are equally “fallen” and equally in need
God’s grace and mercy for eternal life. Paul had
no concept of the same-gender monogamous
relationships of today, so attempting to compare
the two is simply comparing apples and oranges.

The most common ancient same-gender activity
was pederasty, prostitution, and slave rape mixed
with male-superior, female-inferior gender norms.
“Unnatural” in that time meant non-procreative
sexual activity and losing control of your
emotions, which was a big no-no within the very
popular philosophy of the day, Stoicism.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Corinthians+6%3A9-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+1%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A27-28&version=ESV


BOOK REVIEW: "TORN" BY JUSTIN LEE

Last month, I wrote a review of the first book I read following my son
coming out. The next book I read was "Torn" by Justin Lee.

I really cannot recommend this book highly enough. "Unclobber" walked
me through the Scriptures, but Justin made the whole thing personal.
Not only does he tell his story of growing up in a strong family, deeply
rooted in church, he also points out some of the narratives the church
has promoted around topics of LGBTQ+ issues. For instance, I do not
ever remember being taught outright that people were gay because
they had an “overbearing mother and an absent father,” but that is how I
was socialized. This trope was embedded in me from a young age and I
do not even know how. Justin walks through the history of that idea and
then debunks it based not only on his own story but the stories of so
many other faithful LGTBQ+ as well. He also discusses in depth the
ineffectiveness of reparative therapy and the trauma it has caused.

"Torn" is the book I recommend first to people interested in learning
more. What I am noticing as I talk to people is that most Christians know
“the answer” from the Bible, but have never actually studied the text.
Until a friend or family member comes out, they are masters at avoiding
the conversation. But then when someone they love does come out,
they are knocked down. "Torn" is a great starting place to hear what it's
like to grow up as a gay Christian and start to really study.

Justin helps put solid ground under our understanding and I’ve seen this
book be successful in creating allies of folks who “just didn’t know.”

UPCOMING EVENTS

Oct. 15-16, 2021 - Online via Zoom - register here
Mar 25-27, 2022 - North Texas

A safe place for parents to express their
feelings with fellow believers in Christ

Group Spiritual Direction for Parents

More information on Group Spiritual Direction

Tapestry Retreats for LGBTQ+ Christians
A place for adult LGBTQ+ Christians to find community
and a deeper connection with God

A recommended
reading list can be

found on the
CenterPeace

Resource Page

By a Loving Mom

More information on PeacePrints

More information on Tapestry

A place to help grow your awareness of God’s work in your and
your family's life and to share this spiritual journey with others

PeacePrints Retreats

More Information

https://www.google.com/maps/place/10805+Walnut+Hill+Ln,+Dallas,+TX+75238/@32.8804296,-96.6969059,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x864ea09260fc3c8b:0x35ec1b4b15996b40!8m2!3d32.8798684!4d-96.6948911
https://twitter.com/centerpeaceinc/
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https://www.centerpeace.net/books
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