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Question 3: What helped you to accept and
support him as a transgender man?

Gayla: His maturity in handling his treatment
plans on his own. He went through extensive
counseling, hormone therapy, and then top
surgery. Ultimately, it was the support of other
moms of transgender children that helped me
to truly accept him.

J

John: We have Sally Gary and Centerpeace
mostly to thank. After attending PeacePrints,
(retreat for parents of LGBTQ kids), we learned
so much about how to navigate these waters. 
We returned home and immediately
FaceTimed Morgan. I remember choking back
tears, apologizing and expressing my regret
for not accepting him years earlier. The guilt I
was feeling for the time lost was
overwhelming, but Morgan responded in the
absolute best way he could which was, “Dad,
I’m still Morgan.” That was healing and helpful
in so many ways.

John and Gayla Lindsay are the parents of
three children. Morgan is their oldest
and is a transgender man.

Question 1: When did you find out
Morgan is transgender?

Gayla: Morgan began to share
information with us about the
meaning of “transgender” while he
was in college.

John: After graduating college in 
2012, Morgan moved to Florida and
on one of the return trips in 2016, I
picked him up from the airport and
he was wearing masculine clothes
and drawn-on facial hair with his
hair cut pretty short.

Question 2: How did you react when you
found out Morgan is transgender?

Gayla: Honestly, I was mad, sad, confused,
embarrassed, and scared. I went from denial
to acceptance over the course of a couple of
years, but I never stopped loving him.

John: I didn’t want to believe it or face the
reality but Morgan has always been our
rugged child. I regretfully had chosen to
ignore the signs. I should have done the
research way earlier. 
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Question 4: What have been the biggest
challenges of having a transgender son?

Gayla: First, it’s not having my whole family
accept him too. Then it’s keeping the
pronouns correct, uneducated people’s
negative reactions, and letting go of my
expectations of what I thought his life would
be.

John: Undoubtedly, living with the guilt for not
being more accepting and understanding

during Morgan‘s formative years. During that
time, there were many arguments that led to
distancing ourselves from each other because
the pain was too great to handle on both
sides.

Also, having been in full-time ministry for 20+
years, there’s an unspoken expectation of
having a model family (from self and church
leaders/members). When that perception isn’t
maintained, it is heart-breaking to see how
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quickly some people turn away, cut you
loose, unfriend, or at best bury their heads
in the sand because of a lack of
understanding or desire to understand. It’s
too much for some people to handle and
that is very sad.

Question 5: What have been the biggest
blessings of having a transgender son?

Gayla: I have a son! He’s alive, smart,
handsome, happy and thriving. We love
each other deeply.

John: Being able to see
Morgan thriving in the
most authentic way
possible is by far the
biggest blessing and we
are so very proud of
him. Being in a position

to relate to and talk with other families with
similar stories has also been a great thing.

 
*******

To hear more of Morgan's story, check out
episode 7 of the CenterPeace Podcast. He
discusses what it means to be transgender,
what discrimination looks like, and
everything related to transgender
surgeries. Listen on any podcast app or
watch on YouTube. 

"Remember this, whoever you are, however you
are, you are equally valid, equally justified, and
equally beautiful."

— Juno Dawson

Transgender Day of
Remembrance 

November 20, 2021
 

To help raise visibility of
transgender people and
the issues they face. Nov.
20 is Transgender Day of
Remembrance, a day to
honor the memories of
those who lost their lives
to violence. 2021 is the
deadliest year yet, with
45 trans people killed.

https://www.centerpeace.net/podcast/episode/237e6940/episode-7-morgan-lindsay
https://youtu.be/A3WqxZ8t3C8


“Welcome with open arms fellow believers who
don’t see things the way you do. And don’t jump all
over them every time they do or say something you
don’t agree with—even when it seems that they are
strong on opinions but weak in the faith
department. Remember, they have their own history
to deal with. Treat them gently. 

 “For instance, a person who has been around for a
while might well be convinced that he can eat
anything on the table, while another, with a
different background, might assume he should only
be a vegetarian and eat accordingly. But since both
are guests at Christ’s table, wouldn’t it be terribly
rude if they fell to criticizing what the other ate or
didn’t eat? God, after all, invited them both to the
table. Do you have any business crossing people off
the guest list or interfering with God’s welcome? If
there are corrections to be made or manners to be
learned, God can handle that without your help.” 
Romans 14:1-4, The Message
(Click HERE for the NIV translation)

I can’t count the number of times I
used to weaponize this passage to
hammer someone and declare them
the weaker brother. The former
made me feel powerful and in charge.
And when some schmuck would tell me I was
weak, I scoffed at them with intellectual
dismissiveness, for I knew better. That is who I
was before my son Connor came out: self-sure
(almost self-righteous), cocky, arrogant, content
in the knowledge that I was right and they were
wrong, and happy to let them know that. Subject
matter be damned. Either way, I was always right.
I would gloat in the role of "the stronger brother."
Now others do the same to me. 

"Everything You Need to Know About Pride
Month" in this People Magazine article

The Other Side
of the Boat

P A R T  3 : W H O  I S  T H E  W E A K E R
B R O T H E R / S I S T E R ?

This is Part 3 of a six-part series examining both
traditional and non-traditional Biblical passages as well

as cultural influences that affect how we read those
passages. You can access Parts 1 & 2 in the September &

October CP Parents Newletters found HERE. 

By Gil Vollmering
In this series, we’ve worked through the basic
foundations of the traditional/non-traditional
positions on sexuality. We’ve looked at other
Scriptures that impact our interactions with
others. In this segment, I am addressing those of
us who have reconciled our beliefs with our
children's sexuality and/or gender identity. We
are going to look at the attitude in which we need
to approach these conversations.

“Forget about deciding what’s right for each other.
Here’s what you need to be concerned about: that
you don’t get in the way of someone else, making
life more difficult than it already is. I’m convinced –
Jesus convinced me! – that everything as it is in
itself is holy. We, of course, by the way we treat it
or talk about it, can contaminate it.” Romans 14:13-
14 (MSG)

We can contaminate what God made holy by how
we use it. Wow.

"If you confuse others by making a big issue over 
 what they eat or don’t eat, you’re no longer a
companion with them in love, are you? These,
remember, are persons for whom Christ died.
Would you risk sending them to hell over an item in
their diet? Don’t you dare let a piece of God-
blessed food become an occasion of soul-
poisoning!” Romans 14:15-16 (MSG)

What is the message of verses 15 and 16? Isn’t it 

(cont'd on page 4)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+14&version=MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+14&version=NIV
https://people.com/human-interest/pride-month-explained-pride-month-facts/
https://people.com/human-interest/pride-month-explained-pride-month-facts/
https://www.centerpeace.net/parent-newsletter
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+14&version=MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+14&version=MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+14&version=MSG


PART 3: WHO IS THE WEAKER BROTHER/SISTER? (cont'd, page 3)

to not use Scripture and Law as weapons against
our brothers and sisters in Christ? That’s not
loving. In Romans they turned food into a soul-
killer, and Paul made it clear that is wrong.

In Romans 14:22-23, Paul says to cultivate your
own relationship with God and not to
impose it on others. That we are lucky
if our behavior and beliefs align, and
that needs to be our focus - on our
own behaviors.

So, what are we to make of this? How
does it impact our LGBTQ+ child?

The title of this series segment is "Who is the
weaker brother/sister?" This title came from the
many times I have been told and treated as if I
was the weaker brother, simply because I re-
evaluated what the Bible says on homosexuality.
It's hard to take that when I know beyond a doubt
that my study has taken me deeper into the
culture of the times, deeper into my Bible, and
deeper into a relationship with God as I had to
rely on my faith many times to get me through.

But we have to be humble to others who
question our beliefs. I know this is really hard
when other Christians seem to revel in letting us
know they think we are wrong. But it's important
to maintain the humility of Christ. Being right is
not the goal. Loving others well is. Humility keeps
the heart open and receptive. 

Humility puts the other person first and opens up
the opportunity for conversation.

“Thank you for caring about me and my child so
much that you are interested in having this
discussion." 

Sincerity is important too. I can be snarky (and
sometimes I like my snark), but I confess it’s not
beneficial to building relationships or having good
dialogue. Making myself vulnerable to others by
being open to dialogue and doing so in humble
love is vital if we want others to listen to us and
consider our words. To accept our beliefs as valid,
even if they don't agree with them.

Many people claim those of us who affirm the
LGBTQ+ community fully are the weaker brother
or sister. That we have allowed our feelings for
our children to overshadow our desire to follow
truth. But instead we could very well be the
stronger brother or sister, whose responsibility it
is to help guide and lead others to a new place of
humility and openness. It may take prayer and it
may take fortitude, but through our life
experiences God has found us worthy of this great
call of reconciliation.

"Making myself vulnerable to others by being
open to dialogue and doing so in humble love

is vital if we want others to listen to us and
consider our words."

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mar 25-27, 2022 - North Texas

A safe place for parents to express their
feelings with fellow believers in Christ

Tapestry Retreats - for LGBTQ+ Christians
These retreats are for any adult LGBTQ+ Christian who wants to find
community and a deeper connection with God. More Information

CenterPeace Conference
Oct. 13-15, 2022 - Dallas, Texas 

More information on PeacePrints

Group Spiritual Direction for Parents
A place to help grow your awareness of God’s work in your and
your family's life and to share this spiritual journey with others

More information on Group Spiritual Direction

https://www.centerpeace.net/peaceprints
https://www.centerpeace.net/tapestry
https://www.centerpeace.net/peaceprints
https://www.centerpeace.net/parent-spiritual-direction


BLOG: "UNFOLDING MIRACLES:
HUMAN SEXUALITY" BY JOANI LEA JACK

Nourish Your
 

By Chris AltrockCALM AND QUIET
Psalm 131 describes the “calm and quiet soul.”
Let’s work towards that goal. Close your eyes and
focus on your breathing: take deep and slow
breaths. Now picture four things:

First, picture a room filled with trophies. Each one
is etched with a brief description of something
you take pride in. It could be something you
accomplished in school, at work, at home or
elsewhere. These are worthy of applause. Feel
good about them. But, as you look them over, say
silently, “a calm and quiet soul does not come
from pride in the things I do.” Close the door to
that room.

Second, picture a room filled with books. Each
one stands for something you have great certainty
and understanding about; something you’ve
learned and mastered, especially when it comes
to life and God and spirituality. Feel good about
them. But, as you look over them, say to yourself,
“a calm and quiet soul does not come from
perfection in the things I know.” There will always
be things you don’t know. There will always be
books missing from that library. Close the door to
that room.

Third, picture a room filled with gifts. These are all
the provisions God has blessed you with through
your life. People. Experiences. Possessions.
Circumstances. Feel good about these blessings.
But remind yourself, “a calm and quiet soul does
not come from the provisions of God.” Close the
door to that room.

Finally, picture a room filled only with God. Open
the door to this room. There are no trophies, no
books, no gifts here. There’s only God. God smiles
as you enter this space. God invites you to sit near
Him. God starts a caring and loving conversation
with you in this space. And as you see how
overjoyed God is to see you, as you see how
eager He is to be with you, you feel a calmness
and a quietness filling your soul. You’re no longer
thinking about all you’ve done or could do (or
have never done). You’re no longer thinking about
all you know (and all the doubts about all you
don’t know). You’re no longer even considering
the gifts and blessings of God. You’re just
experiencing, fully, the completeness that comes
by resting in the presence of God himself. Rest in
this presence. Breathe deeply, in and out. Let
calm and quiet come into your soul.

"Imagine that you woke up in a world where everyone looked pretty
much like you do, and you thought it was a normal world… until you
realized it wasn’t. People around you said yellow was blue, and down
was up. They were talking about murder and rape and stealing as
though they were the right moral choices… while self-sacrifice and
giving and loving were the wrong choices. You begin to realize that
EVERYONE except you seems to agree, and you start to wonder if
you’re crazy." .... Click HERE to Keep Reading

For Additional Reading Resources, go to the CenterPeace Resource Page

https://www.google.com/maps/place/10805+Walnut+Hill+Ln,+Dallas,+TX+75238/@32.8804296,-96.6969059,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x864ea09260fc3c8b:0x35ec1b4b15996b40!8m2!3d32.8798684!4d-96.6948911
https://twitter.com/centerpeaceinc/
https://www.facebook.com/centerpeaceinc
https://www.centerpeace.net/
https://www.instagram.com/centerpeaceinc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsJD_gc16sA-YUIfDwDNVVw
https://www.centerpeace.net/donate
http://www.joanileajack.com/unfolding-miracles-human-sexuality/
https://www.centerpeace.net/books

